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Selkirk’s Deal
. In Rubber

By GEORGE ETHELBERT WALSH

Copyright, 1903, by George B, Walsh
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ELKIRK had been sent south to |
look after the Amerlean Rubber |
company's interests in the in- |
tevior of Honduras, and after |

two months of the most exasperating

exploration through the swamps nnd |
woods of the lowlands ten miles back |
from the const e was free to confoss |
that Le was not In love with the job.
Besides the rlsk 1o one's lfe from fe-
vers nwl ruthless entthroats, the pay
wns  liaedly  commensurate with  his
lileas of his usefuluess, It seemed ke |
two years Instead of two months sinee |
lie Lad seen o white man or a eivilized '
home, and It was good o gaze ot llm:
blue expanse of the sea ngaln and even |
at the dismal muod and thatel houses

of Amapala, Ounly that morning he |
bad “poturned 1o the const, aml his ex-

peetant eyes had scanned the sen eager- |
Iy for a steamwer, but he had been dis-

appolntid amd then rejolesd at the re-

part that the isthinian steamer was

due In two days, !

“I'll arraoge to return on her, he |
had  sald  abraptly, expressing  Lls
thonghts alowd.  “I'm sick of these In-
fernnl wilds and peaple,”

The Amerfcan consul, a small, dried
up man whose sallow complexion Indl-
cated long  reslidence In the troples,
shrugged his shoulders and smiled.
Selkirk looked at the man In plty and

"

added, “Amd yon stay here right
along?"”
“Twenty five years now," was the

lnconle repiy. I auppose ' die here
too. Owne place Is abont as gooid as an
other."

Then, turning brusquely toward his
desk, he added: "Selkirk is your name,
Isn'e It? Yos, I have some mail for you,
Here's o letter marked Important. It
was hrought on the last stenmer,”

Selkirk looked over the letters, Some
were business communications, others |
from lhowe wd friends, Lut the one
miarked fmportant was from Lis ew-
ployers.  The rubber company’s name
was plainly stamped on the ontside.
e tore it apen eapidly, seanned 18 con-
tents in oo few vivid glances and then
swore mildly under his mustache

“T won't do dt! 1 swoear 1 won't! 1I'd
die there!” shouted Selkick  breath
lessly. “They are n set of " —

Then be stopped and fung Limself in
the only vacant chair in the hot, dingy
oftice,  1e loukaed up helplessly ot his
compandon. *They want e to go
back —penetrate deeper into the rabher
forest.  There is something in the wined.
Somelaady after the rubber,
and they say 1 owmust retarn amd gel
abead of them, 1 won't do it! No, |
won't:"

The very thoughts of returning to
the dismal interior made him faint,
yet—

“The black Caribs of the
know where these forests of hig rul-
ber troes ave located,  You must bribe,
¢onx or threaten them to reveal the
secret. I you get ahead of the othier
company —an English one, by the way
—we will make it all right with you
on your return,”

This extract from the letter ran
through Selkirk's brain, and then at
the end was a promise to give him a
part Interest In the profits if he was
successful, But a horrible nightmare
of fever, marshes and black natives
stealing out of the bush and grinning
Aendishiy at him wade him shiver,

“No, I won't do It!" he shonted,

He lingered two days In Amapala, re- |
peating over every thme lils spirits

else s

interior |

1 WON'T DO IT! 1 SWEAR I woN'r! 1D
DIE THERE!"

wavered that he “wouldn’t go back to
the Interfor for a!! the rahber In the
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Wods!™  Then when the steamer rrom

the Isthmus hove in sight he was in a |

fever of doubts awd anxieties.  When
ghe touched the port he

meet her. Another man disembarked,

He talked rubber from the moment he .

landed until Selkivk lost sight of him,
“Ie's after the rabber, ton,” senten
tiously remnrked the Amoerlean consul,
Selkirk stared, el his Lreath and
then bolted from the office, efore
night he was on his way baek to the
Interlor, carcving with Lim only a ligh
traveling outfit and two guides whe
had accompanied him on his former
trip. Ho knew that it was a raee ha

tween the English and Ameriean com- |

panies, apd Selkirk  felt bis native
Amerlean pride urging him onward,
But the  Homduris  forests  amd

P ewamps are the worst in the world to |
get lost In, amd before they were two

days out from Amapala the guides ap-
peared hopelessly tangled In a tropleal
Jungle, Selkirk swore at the stupidity

of the native gnldes and tried to find | the Englishman. roshing forwnrd :m:l‘

his way out by studying his chart.
Then a gqueer thing happened,  They

suldenly plunged out of their dismal |

forest fastness into an upland opening
with &t score of native huts In full
view. DBut more surprising than these
huts was the appearance of the na-
tives grouped under an mmense coyol
palm engerly gesticulating and talking
to o white man.  Selkirk gave a little

| fmpatient grout and ground his teeth
Before him waa the English |
agent who had landed at Amapala two |

In rage.

dnys befors.
“Thank God, there's another white
man In this Infernal place!” shouted

rat out to o

!
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is the time to have nerve,
become discouraged on account
rich reward as the years go by,
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NATIONAL LIVE STOCK COMMISSION GOMPANY |

GOES OIN RECORD.

We believe cattle values are dragging on the bottom this season.
decided up-turn, lasting for many vears to come.

THE FUTURE OUTLOOK ON CATTLE WAS NEVER BRIGHTER THAN TO-DAY.

We call the attention of our Texas friends to the fact that our old stand-by, GEQ, LONG, of Can-
yon City, one of the best known and most popular cow men of the Panhandle, is now located it our
| office at Kansas City, where he will meet his friends and give his personal attention to their shipments,
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Our Texas friends must be of good cheer,
Cattle raising is the best business on God’s green earth,
of low markets, The man who sticks and lasts will surely reap a
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grasping Selkick™s hawds. "My name
Is Drowdywine. 1 think we met in
Amapala. These wild fellows want to
et me or something.  Can you under-
sland their lingo? My gulides desertod
wme o day ago; stole everything 1 had
except this hlanket, my ritle aml”

The wild black Caribs interrupted
them.  Thoy had been talking o Sel-
Ekirk's gubde, amd they now de-
manding o hearing.

“What do they want?”
Selkirk to his native gubde, Then, In a
side tone to the Englshman: “Yon
| ean’t trust any of these treacherons
pitldes.  They'd sell yvou for a dollar
amd Kill ¥on for a piece of gold.”

“They say we're prisoners,” the guide

mumbled hmnbly, “and we most give

waerne

demandel

up our weapons, They are had men-—
bad black Caribs.” Then in o frighten- |
ed whisper, “They eat white men

sometimes, nnd”

SclRirk laughed harshly,
them I'd give them Indigestion if they
should eat me. Desides, ' not their

| prisoner.”

“How can we get out of this hole?”

fmurmared  the Englishmwan.  “0 wish
I'd never come here.'”

“What did you come for, anyway ?'

“Beeavse T was a fool. Some Eng-
Hsh rublber company sent me to ex-
plore the Interior to loeate rubber for-
ests, I didn't know. [ was fooled.”

Belkirk did not reply. e was quiet

| Iy watching the natives.  Ills two
months' ex_erience In the lnterior
onght to help him In the present emer-
geney, 1e had heard stories of the
wilid black Caribs. They were not bhad
| at heart, but I they took It Into thelr
heads that they needed o homan sae
rifice for thelr religion they
speml thelr last drop of blovd to e
complish the emd.

Selkirk talked a few minutes with

| the leaders of the Caribs throngh his
L gulles and then onee more adidressed

|

I the Englishman

“You tell

wonld |

“They denand a snerllice
must b offered up, and the other can
| return Lo the const.”™
"My God! A sueritiee? A hnmnn s
[ lficoes

“Yes. To please the wrath of some
| of their gods,” coolly replicd Selkirk.
[ "IUs tervible!  Monstrons™ shooted
the Englistunan, the drops of persplien
tlon appearing on his forelivimd. =Wt
enn wedo? You don't propose vielding
to theme P rather die tighting than
than™

“Being roasted alive? Well. so w ol

3 a1

folly to suerifiee Dath Hves™

Bramdywine’s faee was Hvld, and his
lands trembled  vlolently. s
bulged from thelr sockets as he stam
(mered, “You ean that we shonhl
should draw lots to see which one'

“We might Qo that,” laconically in-
terrupted Selkirk,

"yes

Ple=T—my famdly--my dear wife and {

ehild,” wurtered the Englishman

Selkirk suddenly stifencd: “You bave
(A fomily—wife and ehild

“Yes; the bost that ever lived., She
did not want me to come out here, It
was my pigheadedness,  She sald™—

o "That mukes a difference.
not draw lots with you. I have no
famlly—no wife or children—only a"

“Sweetheart; some one walting for
you to'—

“No, not that: she i3 not waiting, I
fear she does not ecare.”

There was o bitterness in the tone
which made the Englishman winee,
Instinetively lie held forth his hand.
Belkirk grasped it squeszed It 1 mo-
ment and then sald: “I'll stay. You
can go back to the const. No one wlil
miss me."

“XNo, 1 conkin’'t do that—descrt you.
It—

“You must. One life lost I8 better
than two, These people arme ignorant
nndl superstitions, but they are honest
ln redeeming their woanl, I they promn-
tuke ran back safely to

ee 11 thime weill

L. But one of us ean eseape, and it 1s

1 could |

the const, and then you ean reach Awmne.
pala and the Awmerican consul,  Tell
i all, and if"™-

He stopped.  The Englishman blink-
el and held back a tenr, 1 nunder-
‘wtand,” he sald hoarsely, “Give me
{her name and address. 'l do it and
tell her all,  She'll despise me, bhut she
shall know how brave sl self sacritie-
[ Ing you were, [T

Selkirk seribbled a name and address
on & sheet of paper. “There, keep that, |
and if 1 shonld ever escape 'l see low |
well you redecin your promise’”

“I'll-  But, my God, how ean 1
leave you to such a fate?  Roasted |
allve —and eaten! 1 ean’t! 1 can’t!"

o "0h T woo't mind it. 1 can take my
Town life at the last moment if need be,
Now, goodby, They nre wialting to es.
cort you to the vonst nnd me to their
Infernal prison and roasting spit.'”
They shook hands again, but as they
turned to separate Selkirk added: Iy
the way, yon say your name 8 Bramly-

x
)

b return all

| him
| expedition after You at oneoe

| e story to fell,
| el hin by
| ment

bis guide: “Tell them to gulde bhimy
back to the coast. 'l stay.™
Selkirk watclied themn disappear, a
mournful expression on bis foce, and!
| then when they were no songer in view!
| he smiled. Taking a wateh from his
pocket, he struck o light and puffed
[away nt his black ®pe.
“Fhat will get him out of the way alll
P bt he spld reflectively,  “Amd that
Lmap was a good one —better than wines
I must get up theve in n hnery,"™
. Then in native Carib jargon he saldl
to his gonide: W'l cuart ol onee, Wel
Lmust go up (e Segovla In eanoes.
L How fae are we Ceom the plyer??
[ Pen miles,” was the quiet answer.
o *Ieavens! Ten miles of this infernall
forest? Well, get some gnides whol
| know the way thoronghly, If we are'
| not there by tomorrow, ' shoot somes!

[ body, Understand®  No trickory, or
I your life will pay for it. And if
'9'-‘3%‘_?_ TI_...’ o 1
S e ] e = |
oo T |
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il fl’"
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YHOW ABOUT THE ENGLISHMAN?"

we snceeeld there’ll e golil for you
and this ritle awd evervthing I have
In the ontti”

The nntlve golde understood  and
bowed  gratefully,  Selkick  watelusdl
Lim noarrowly and muttered: “He'll do.,
I don't think Le dare heteay me”

Hall an hour bater e wos movine in
the opposite direction from that taken,
by the Englishman and bis escort, “Pha

| fear of ronsting alive seemed to bhaye

escnped  his nind  entirely,  Onee or!
twice he Lnoghed softly to himself,

Two weeks later, when Selkirk up-
peared at the Amerlean consul’s dingy
oflice ot Amapnda, e wins greoted cor-
dinlly by that san deied Individanl,
Alter a few words of welcome hie ask-!
e

“Iow about the Eoglishman?
right

“Yes. He left for the Siates on the
next stedmer. A fine teick von playsd
He arlered me to send a reilef
I thiuk
when he reaches the States be'll haye
But 've antieipat-
cihling to the stee depart-
I knew vou wonld return”

“Tt was rathier o mean trick to plas,
but ' not st bt 1 saved his e,

1d

P e might have died In the swamps.”

“Y s, hadd that ook,
And so might yon,™

“Oh, 'm different! 'moused to I
I've knocked sronmd the worlil more
thun he has. But 1 wonder if he will
tleliver the moessage to-—to'

The American consul Inughed. “*Yes
he had her nume and address, He hag
a fine story to tell her.”

he guight Lhave

lHope For The Dyspeptic,

Everyone who has realized
the discomfort and distress
which accompany a disarrange-
ment ot the digestive organs
will rejoice with Mrs. M. Macy,
of Port Arthur, Ontario, in the
relief she hasobtained after hay-
ing suffered tor so long a time.
She says: “I have suffered for

wine gud that you represent the British
Honduras Rublwer company,. But what
wore you trying to do in this God for-
| saken reglon ™
| “Trying to enrich the company by
finding a0 new forest of rubber trees—
{ sueritiving my life to their greed.”
| *“Indecd! That makes it all the wore
! necessary that you should return to the
| eonst and report the danger to prevent
[ others from trying It.  Where was the
I new forest supposed to be located *
“Way up on the west bhanks of the
Segovin ol ten miles from o settle-
ment of Tndian Caribs near 8 souree,
Here Is a4 map the company gave me,
But it's all Greek 1o me. 1 thought
[ these Carib guldes could direct me,”
Selkirk gazed ar it musingly, and
when he haoded it back be said, “Good-
by and good luek to yon!™
Brandywine replaced the map in his
pocket and seemed greatly affected,
The blnck Caribs stod around them o
Selkirk spid bLricfly to

|

| warllbe dress
'

the last tour or five vears from
!stomach trouble and dyspepsia,
|experiencing great pain. I took
Chamberlain’s Stomach and Liv-
er Tablets and can trathfully
say they have done me a great
deal of good. I feel ke a dif
ferent woman as a result of us-
ing them, and the after-effect is
These Tab-
lets are for sale by 8. V. Wirt,
Drugyeist,

never unpleasant,

A car of the celebrated Aus-
tin White Lime just arrived.
' Caxyox Lsr. Co.

- - - e . - - -
For Sale—A four room house
Lon corner lot and in good neizhbor=
hood at §430. Apply to H. James
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